
Downtown Action Organization (DAO) does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the admissions or access to, 
or treatment of or employment in, its programs or activities.  Disability-related aids or services, including printed 
information in alternate formats, to enable persons with disabilities to participate in public meetings and programs are 
available by contacting reception at (707) 545-1414 one week prior to the meeting.  Meeting information can also be 
accessed via the internet at https://www.downtownsantarosa.org/districtnews.  

 

DOWNTOWN ACTION ORGANIZATION (DAO) 
Design & Improvement Committee Meeting 

June 11, 2021, 11am 

Zoom Meeting ID: 806 654 7370, Password: Downtown 
Phone: 669-900-9128 

 

A G E N D A 

 

1.0 CALL TO ORDER  Hugh Futrell, Chair   
 

2.0  PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS (limited to two minutes each) 
Comments from the public will be allowed on all agenda items at the time each item is called. 

3.0 CONSENT ITEMS  
  3.1 May 7 Committee Meeting Minutes 

4.0   PROJECT UPDATES 
  Cadance will share updates on status of lighting project as well as tree pruning and  
  plant maintenance 
 

5.0  ASAWA FOUNTAIN UPDATES 
Update provided on current status of fountain project and panel casting 

 
6.0  IMPACT FEES FOR DOWNTOWN PROJECTS 
 Committee will discuss proposal to City regarding impact fees and future Downtown projects 

 
7.0  ADJOURNMENT      
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DOWNTOWN ACTION ORGANIZATION (DAO) 
Design & Improvement Committee Meeting 

May 7, 2021, 11am 

Zoom Meeting ID: 806 654 7370, Password: Downtown 
Phone: 669-900-9128 

 

M I N U T E S 

Present: Hugh Futrell, Charles Evans, Ken LaFranchi, Curt Nichols, Jenny Romeyn 

Santa Rosa Metro Chamber Staff: Cadance Hinkle Allinson  

1.0    CALL TO ORDER   
Chair Hugh Futrell called the meeting to order at 11:03am.   
 

2.0  PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS (limited to two minutes each) 
There were no public comments at this time. 

3.0 CONSENT ITEMS  
 3.1 Motion to approve consent items, April 2, 2021 Design & Improvement Committee   
  Meeting Minutes was unanimously passed. 

4.0  PRUNING AND REPLACING TREES ON 4TH STREET 
Cadance shared that Davey Tree Experts will prune living and replace dead trees on all 
three blocks of 4th Street for $22,000. This is $2,000 over the original $15,000 allocated due 
to the additional $5,000 donation from Suburban propane.  

  
This covers pruning of 12 trees and replacing 31 trees with 15 gallon gingkos or crape 
myrtles, although it does not account for any post planting maintenance. 
 
The committee determined to move forward with pruning, but not to plant anything until the 
fall when hopefully the drought situation will be slightly improved and the trees will have a 
better chance of survival. 

  
Discussion ensued about whether this was a City baseline service and the committee 
determined to better understand how and when the City ordinance was put into place that 
made frontage the responsibility of the property owner. Ken said he would share the 
information he had. 

 
5.0  ADDITIONAL PRIORITIES 

The committee discussed what would be the best use of the remaining $28,000 in the 
priorities and talked through options around wayfinding, planting, lighting, banners and the 
new bollards. 
 
The committee agreed that projects that could be done immediately and would show impact 
are of the most importance. It was determined that the existing black planters should be 
updated as soon as possible, and that Ken would work with Cadance on a proposal for 
additional festive lighting featuring festoon and parapet options which the committee will 



review at the next meeting. Possible areas of focus for the lighting would include the Riley 
Street corridor, 5th Street, gateway redwoods on 4th and Comstock mall. 
Cadance will keep working with Railroad Square on the wayfinding project, with the goal of 
being involved in design, but not spending money to implement this year. 
  

6.0  ASAWA FOUNTAIN UPDATES 

Hugh shared that the City provided more details on the panels, which are very fragile and 
need further support, but there remains concern about the accuracy of the specs provided 
from the conservators. The project has been bid and is ready to go once the specs of the 
panels are confirmed. 
 
Cadance will coordinate a meeting with the City and their conservator to try and get 
questions answered.  
 

7.0  ADJOURNMENT  

 The meeting was adjourned at 12:05pm.    
 

 


